
1

 
Regional Educational Laboratory West
Toolkit for Teaching K–3 Reading Comprehension

Concept-Oriented Reading Instruction

Concept-Oriented Reading Instruction (CORI) includes a multiple-strategy approach that helps students 
learn about scientific subjects while exploring nonfiction books. It may be more suitable for older 
students, such as third grade. 

In any multiple strategy format, you should spend time introducing and modeling the selected reading 
comprehension strategies until students are familiar with them. 

While CORI can include teaching students to use any of the reading comprehension strategies, CORI 
typically involves teaching students to apply the Activating Prior Knowledge, Questioning, and 
Summarizing comprehension strategies while reading and collaborating with peers to learn new 
information. Over the course of several lessons, the CORI approach includes five phases designed to 
scaffold students’ understanding of informational text.  

The five phases of CORI arei:

1.	Observing & 
Personalizing

2.	Searching and 
Retrieving

3.	Comprehending 
& Integrating

4.	Communicating 
to Others

5.	Peer-to-Peer 
Interaction

•	 Students activate 
prior knowledge 
about the topic.

•	 Involves 
brainstorming, 
discussing personal 
experiences, and 
creating concept 
maps.

•	 Students actively 
engage with 
text to locate 
and extract key 
information. 

•	 Involves 
using graphic 
organizers, text 
marking, and 
note-taking.

•	 Students engage 
deeply with the text. 

•	 Involves 
summarizing key 
points, identifying 
cause-and-effect 
relationships, and 
drawing inferences

•	 Students share 
their knowledge 
through various 
means. 

•	 Involves creating 
summaries or 
participating in 
group discussions.

•	 Students work 
together to 
construct meaning, 
share strategies, 
and offer peer 
support. 

•	 Involves 
collaborative 
activities like 
jigsaw reading and 
reciprocal teaching.

Follow the steps below to try the Concept-Oriented Reading Instruction approach: 

1.	 Select a topic to teach. 
The topic should be one that students are interested in and that can be explored through a variety 
of non-fiction texts.

2.	 Map out a timeframe for a sequence of lessons.  
Plan on spending several lessons on the topic over the course of a few weeks.

3.	 Gather a collection of non-fiction books about the topic. 
The books should be at a variety of reading levels so that all students can participate in  
the learning.

4.	 Introduce the topic to students. 
This can be done through a variety of activities, such as brainstorming, discussion, or watching  
a video.
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5.	 Have students read or participate in a shared read-aloud of the non-fiction books about 
the topic. 
Students should be encouraged to make connections, ask questions, and share their ideas with 
others using the Activating Prior Knowledge, Questioning, and Summarizing comprehension 
strategies.

6.	 Model each reading comprehension strategy for students, introducing one strategy 
each week. 
Activating Prior Knowledge: Using background knowledge to make connections with what you 
already know about the text. 
 
Questioning: Generating questions that can be answered by the text. 
 
Summarizing: Briefly identifying the main points of the text.

7.	 Provide opportunities for students to collaborate with others. 
Collaboration can help students to learn from each other and develop their own understanding of 
the topic using reading comprehension strategies, integrating new strategies in later weeks. Offer 
students some choice and control over what they learn based on their interests.

8.	 Provide opportunities for students to share what they have learned about the topic.  
This can be done through a variety of hands-on activities, such as writing a summary, giving (parts 
of ) a presentation, or creating a poster.

9.	 Repeat. 
It will take a lot of practice for students to get the hang of each strategy. Repeat often with new 
concepts and topics. 

i.	 Guthrie, J.T., Bennett, L., & McGough, K. (1994). Concept-Oriented Reading Instruction: An Integrated Curriculum To Develop 
Motivations and Strategies for Reading. Reading Research Report No. 10. Athens, GA: National Reading Research Center.
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