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Lesson Overview

Brief 
description 
of planned 

lesson:

This week, I taught the Questioning reading comprehension strategy and in this lesson we are 
practicing this strategy with a new read aloud text.

Lesson includes:

	� whole group
	� small group
	� independent work

Text(s) 
used: 

Space Food by Barbara Radner

1. Teach students how to use reading comprehension strategies.
The lesson includes:
•	 research-based reading comprehension strategies

•	 gradual release  
of responsibility

•	 strategies taught individually or  
in combination

Comprehension strategies included: (select 1-2 strategies) Gradual release  
of responsibility: Format:   Single     Multiple

	� Activating prior 
knowledge/predicting
	� Visualizing
	� Summarizing/Retelling

	� Monitoring, clarifying, 
fixing-up
	� Drawing inferences
	� Questioning

	� 1. Explicit description
	� 2. Teacher/student modeling
	� 3. Collaborative use
	� 4. Guided practice
	� 5. Independent use

Multiple-strategy format:

	� Reciprocal                Informed strategies 
for learning

	� Transactional          Concept oriented

Describe where and how you will integrate the reading comprehension strategies you selected into your lesson plan(s). Include 
student and teacher actions to support student use of the strategies.

I am incorporating questioning into my lesson using a multiple strategy format. I chose this because it builds from the skill that we have 
learned this week, which is a skill for questioning the text, but also questioning our understanding of the text as we read it which touches on 
monitoring, clarifying, and fixing up.

Student actions: I will have students raise their hands to ask questions as I read about what they wonder about or what may be unclear to them.

Teacher actions: We will discuss the students’ questions and/or work to clarify and fix up understanding.

Describe the resources, tools, and supports you will use to support student 
use of the reading comprehension strategy or strategies you selected.

Describe your plan for gradual release  
of responsibility.

The Space Food text, and the graphic organizer for problem and solution; and 
compare and contrast, a white board to keep track of questions and answers

I will use the “I do, we do, you do” approach where I 
will model questioning for a few paragraphs, then we 
will do that together, and later they will complete the 
text in partners and/or in reading groups. Students 
will have a short reading for homework to reiterate the 
questioning skills developed throughout the week.

2. Teach students to identify and use the text’s organizational structure to comprehend, learn, and 
remember content.
Instruction on the text’s organizational structure includes:
•	 how to identify and connect the parts of narrative texts •	 common structures of informational texts

Describe how you will teach students to use the text structure during your lesson plan(s). Include student and teacher actions to 
support students’ identification and use of the text structure.

The text structure is problem and solution and compare and contrast. This will be our first reading of the text. Although we are going apply 
problem and solution and compare and contrast, our focus will be on compare and contrast.

Student actions: Students will share everyday scenarios or examples that model the text structures. After observing the modeled example, and 
engaging in a collaborative example, students will complete a graphic organizer in pairs or reading groups.

Teacher actions: We review each of the strategies using everyday scenarios and use familiar informational text graphic organizers for problem & 
solution, compare and contrast, with the everyday scenarios, in preparation to use them with the Space Food text. We will read the introduction 
together, identify the text structure. As we read, I will model one graphic organizer through to completion, then we will fill one out together.
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Describe the resources, tools, and supports you will use to help students identify and remember story/text elements (e.g., graphic 
organizer, mnemonic device, etc.).

We will use everyday scenarios to develop familiarity with the text organizational structures, then problem and solution and compare and 
contrast graphic organizers. I am going to use a whiteboard to complete the graphic organizers and keep track of our questions to engage 
with the texts and monitor our comprehension as we read.

3. Guide students through focused, high-quality discussion on the meaning of text.
Discussions on text will:
•	 complement the text, instructional purpose, and readers’ ability and 

grade level
•	 include follow-up questions to encourage and facilitate discussion

•	 include discussion questions that require students to think deeply 
about text

•	 include student-led structured small-group discussions

What do you want students to reflect on about the text to deepen their understanding of it?

I want to use questions that help us further engage with the text and monitor our reading.

Brainstorm questions you can use for discussion, organized by comprehension categories. Review and add follow-up questions. 

Identify which questions will you use for discussions before, during, and after reading the text and their purpose.

Questions:

Before:
•	 Have you ever wanted or wondered about traveling to space?
•	 What do you know about astronauts’ journey into space?
•	 Based on the title, what do you think this book is about?

During:
•	 I wonder why keeping this spaceship clean is so important.
•	 How do astronauts get food in space?
•	 What is semi liquid food? How do you think it tastes?
•	 How are cleaning and eating in space similar or different than on Earth?

After:
•	 Why was keeping this spaceship clean so important?
•	 How are the problems of getting food and keeping the spaceship clean solved when 

astronauts are traveling to space?
•	 How did the organizational structure(s) help you understand the text better?
•	 If you were an astronaut, what would you find most challenging/easiest about this part of 

traveling into space?

Purpose:

Describe how you will support all students to participate in discussions about text and plans for student-led discussions.

Student actions: We will engage in conversations and short breaks after each segment in the lesson (teacher modeling, read aloud, partner 
practice) to help students remain actively engaged and participating while learning and developing new strategies. I have several students with 
IEPs but I have made sure their seating arrangements and questioning attend to their learning needs as well–which benefits the whole class.

Teacher actions: My students are at varied skill levels in their reading and comprehension. When modeling and reading together, I will ask 
questions that promote engaging conversation and active thinking. Students will be strategically paired in ways that offer support in reading, 
understanding, and/or application of comprehension strategies. There will be several opportunities for students to share aloud, including think-
pair-share, and I will walk around to monitor conversation to scaffold for students who may need additional support.

4. Select texts purposefully to support comprehension development.
The purpose of the lesson is:
•	 improving students’ application of reading comprehension strategies
•	 building students’ knowledge of specific genres, structures, and texts
•	 developing students’ ability to engage in higher-order discussions
•	 other purpose:                                                                                                         

Text(s) selected for the lesson have:
•	 rich content                                      •  appropriate in textual demands
•	 strong organization                       •  appropriate in content demands
•	 variation in richness in word choice and sentence structure

Review the texts you selected. Does the structure of your texts support the practice you will teach? Is each text engaging?

Texts: 

Space Food by Barbara Radner

Support for lesson purpose: 

Yes. The structure is supportive of problem and solution and compare 
and contrast. The book I selected is an informational text that is 
reading level appropriate and contains engaging text that allows 
students to ask questions. Space is a context of wonderment which 
will promote students’ engagement and connections which will allow 
for rich discussion.
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5. Establish an engaging and motivating context in which to teach reading comprehension.
Classroom environment to support engagement:
•	 helps students discover the purpose and benefits of reading
•	 creates opportunities for students to see themselves as successful readers

•	 gives students reading choices
•	 gives students the opportunity to learn by collaborating with peers

How will you create opportunities for students to see themselves as successful readers? How will you communicate that they are 
all capable of engaging in intellectually challenging work? What choices will students have during the lesson?

Student actions: Students can try to answer and when they need support ask a peer if they can help. This lets them know that they have 
ideas but also have resources to support them. Students will engage with familiar concepts that create space for them to contribute to class 
discussions and the text.

Teacher actions: In the introduction I can incorporate how fun it is to read and learn about unfamiliar places or concepts. We can begin by 
talking about how we eat food and then engage them by asking how they would eat it in space! This will help them discover the purpose 
and benefits of reading while starting to compare differences and commonalities. I can also ask ‘who has ever thought about wanting to be 
an astronaut,’ learn more about why, then at the end reassess who would still be interested! Creating enthusiasm around informational text 
is important, so making it fun and interactive helps support their engagement and motivation for reading. After reading I show them diverse 
astronauts who have travelled into space such that students can see themselves within texts —I may however do this in the introduction. After 
reading, students will have an opportunity to choose another informational text to read independently or with a partner.

Evidence of student learning
Describe any artifacts or evidence of student learning (e.g., products created during lesson activities) you could collect. When in 
the lesson will you collect them? What do you hope to learn from the evidence of student learning?
I’m planning collecting the graphic organizers as an artifact at the end of the partner practice. On the graphic organizers there will also be 
spaces for their questions and answers that they come across while reading text. Where will also be a “This was unclear” space so they 
can ask questions, apply a previously discussed skill to clarify, and write in how they fixed their misunderstanding. This artifact will provide 
evidence about their understanding of text organizational structure, and their application of 2 reading comprehension strategies.

Questions for Study Group
Note any questions you have about how to implement the recommendations from the practice guide to discuss with colleagues 
during the Planning Study Group.
I’d like to ask my peers about how they help students better understand the organization of informational texts. In the past, students have had 
challenges with understanding it, which is why I’ve connected it to real life scenarios. But I would like to see how my colleagues support their 
students with text organization.
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