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Informational Text Structures

Structure Description Common Clue Words

Description What something looks like, 
feels like, smells like, sounds 
like, tastes like, or is made of.

for example, such as, like 

Sequence The order things happen in. first, then, next, after, later, finally, before, dates

Problem and Solution What went wrong and how it 
was or could be fixed.

because, in order to, so that, trouble if, problem, since, this led to

Cause and Effect How one thing leads to  
another thing.

because, therefore, cause, effect, so

Compare and Contrast How things are alike or 
different.

both, like, unlike, similar, but, however, than, on the other hand



Regional Educational Laboratory West
Toolkit for Teaching K–3 Reading Comprehension

Description What something looks like, feels like, smells like, sounds 
like, tastes like, or is made of.

Clue Words

colors
shapes
sizes 

for example
such as
like

Visual Tool
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Sequence The order things happen in. 

Clue Words

first
then
next
after

later
finally
before
dates

Visual Tool
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Problem and 
Solution What went wrong and how it was or could be fixed.

Clue Words

Visual Tool

because
in order 
to
so that
trouble if

problem 
since 
this led 
to
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Cause and 
Effect How one thing leads to another thing.

Clue Words

Visual Tool

because
therefore
cause

effect
so
consequently
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Compare 
and Contrast How things are alike or different.

Clue Words

Visual Tool

both
like
unlike
similar

but
however
than
on the  
other hand
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Informational Text Structures

Structure Description Common Clue Words

Description What something looks like, feels 
like, smells like, sounds like, 
tastes like, or is made of.

Sequence The order things happen in.

Problem and Solution What went wrong and how it 
was or could be fixed.

Cause and Effect How one thing leads to  
another thing.

Compare and Contrast How things are alike or different.
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Description What something looks like, feels like, smells like, sounds 
like, tastes like, or is made of.

Clue Words

Visual Tool
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Sequence The order things happen in. 

Clue Words

Visual Tool
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Problem and 
Solution What went wrong and how it was or could be fixed.

Clue Words

Visual Tool
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Cause and 
Effect How one thing leads to another thing.

Clue Words

Visual Tool
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Compare 
and Contrast How things are alike or different.

Clue Words

Visual Tool
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