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Informational Text Success Criteria!

Evidence of student learning

Evidence of student learning, in its many forms, can provide us with important information on

student growth and learning as well as next steps for instruction.? When students apply their learning
independently (or together) the product of that activity is evidence of student learning.? Oral responses
to questions or even generating good discussion questions can be evidence of students’ application of
a reading comprehension strategy or their understanding of text. Some lessons include activities that
create physical products or learning artifacts. Artifacts of learning are student-created, lasting, and
shareable.

How to use:

The Informational Text Success Criteria tools below are for use with common structures of
informational text: Description, Sequencing, Problem and Solution, Cause and Effect, and Compare
and Contrast. Each tool captures students’ ability to describe how information is organized in the
text. For example, the Sequencing Success Criteria captures students’ ability to describe what order
things happen. After instruction, teachers will listen to a student’s description of the details of the text
and note their success understanding the text’s structure along with any additional notes. The tool
also includes space to note specific language features used. Students can complete an oral retelling
individually with their teacher, or to a peer partner with the teacher observing. It may not be feasible
for teachers to use a tool over a short period with every student in their class. Even when used with a
selected sample of students, the data collected from one of the tools can guide future whole-class or
small-group instruction focused on reading comprehension and informational text structure.

Choose the success criteria tool that reflects the informational text structure and language features that
you are emphasizing in your lessons. When elements or features in your lessons are not listed, you can
customize the tool by adding them to the page.

1 These tools were designed based on the recommendations in the What Works Clearinghouse (WWC) practice guide, Improving Reading

Comprehension in Kindergarten Through 3rd Grade (https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/WWC/Docs/PracticeGuide/readingcomp_pg_092810.pdf) and is

consistent with the first implementation step of Recommendation 2 from the guide.

2 Klute, M., Apthorp, H., Harlacher, J., & Reale, M. (2017). Formative assessment and elementary school student academic achievement: A

review of the evidence (REL 2017-259). Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for

Education Evaluation and Regional Assistance, Regional Educational Laboratory Central. Retrieved from http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs.
Black, P., & Wiliam, D. (2009). Developing the theory of formative assessment. Educational Assessment, Evaluation and Accountability

(formerly: Journal of Personnel Evaluation in Education), 21(1), 5.

3 Heritage, M. (2013). Formative assessment in practice: A process of inquiry and action. Cambridge, MA: Harvard Education Press.
Popham, W. J. (2013). Waving the flag for formative assessment. Education Week, 32(15), 29.


https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/WWC/Docs/PracticeGuide/readingcomp_pg_092810.pdf
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs

Institute of

Regional Educational Laboratory West Education Sciences

Toolkit for Teaching K-3 Reading Comprehension

Name:

Description Success Criteria

Descriptive Informational Text Structure: The student can ...
understand what something looks, feels, smells, sounds, tastes like or is made of from the text.
understand how the different aspects the object described fit together based on the information
in the text.
use or apply words that specifically describe key aspects of the object of the text (e.g., for
example, such as, main parts, for instance).

Use of description tools: The student can ...

use a cluster diagram to retell the main ideas of a descriptive informational text.
use a cluster diagram to create an outline for their writing.

Language Features: The student included ...
use or apply content-specific vocabulary.

Notes:

Name:

Description Success Criteria

Descriptive Informational Text Structure: The student can ...
understand what something looks, feels, smells, sounds, tastes like or is made of from the text.
understand how the different aspects the object described fit together based on the information
in the text.
use or apply words that specifically describe key aspects of the object of the text (e.g., for
example, such as, main parts, for instance).

Use of description tools: The student can ...

use a cluster diagram to retell the main ideas of a descriptive informational text.
use a cluster diagram to create an outline for their writing.

Language Features: The student included ...
use or apply content-specific vocabulary.

Notes:
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Name:

Sequencing Success Criteria

Sequencing Informational Text Structure: The student can ...
understand when or in what order things happen from statements, pictures, numbers, or
patterns.
understand the link between their sequence illustrations and the ideas and processes in the
text.
use or apply words that indicate sequential order or an ordered process (e.g., first, then, next,
after, later, finally).

Use of sequencing tools: The student can ...

use a sequencing square to retell the main ideas of an informational text.
use a sequencing square to create an outline for their writing.

Language Features: The student included ...
use or apply content-specific vocabulary.

Notes:

Name:

Sequencing Success Criteria

Sequencing Informational Text Structure: The student can ...
understand when or in what order things happen from statements, pictures, numbers, or
patterns.
understand the link between their sequence illustrations and the ideas and processes in the
text.
use or apply words that indicate sequential order or an ordered process (e.g., first, then, next,
after, later, finally).

Use of sequencing tools: The student can ...

use a sequencing square to retell the main ideas of an informational text.
use a sequencing square to create an outline for their writing.

Language Features: The student included ...
use or apply content-specific vocabulary.

Notes:
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Problem & Solution Success Criteria

Problem & Solution Informational Text Structure: The student can ...
understand what the problem is or what went wrong from the text or pictures.
understand what the solution is or how the problem could be fixed from the text or pictures.
understand the link between the problem and the solution or how they are connected.
use or apply words that indicate a problem-solution relationship (e.g., problem, question,
trouble, solution, answer, response).

Use of problem & solution tools: The student can ...

use a problem solving chart to retell the main problem and possible solutions.
use a problem solving chart to create an outline for their writing.

Language Features: The student included ...
use or apply content-specific vocabulary.

Notes:

Name:

Problem & Solution Success Criteria

Problem & Solution Informational Text Structure: The student can ...
understand what the problem is or what went wrong from the text or pictures.
understand what the solution is or how the problem could be fixed from the text or pictures.
understand the link between the problem and the solution or how they are connected.
use or apply words that indicate a problem-solution relationship (e.g., problem, question,
trouble, solution, answer, response).

Use of problem & solution tools: The student can ...

use a problem solving chart to retell the main problem and possible solutions.
use a problem solving chart to create an outline for their writing.

Language Features: The student included ...
use or apply content-specific vocabulary.

Notes:
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Cause & Effect Success Criteria

Cause & Effect Informational Text Structure: The student can ...
understand what the cause is or the reasons an event happened from the text or pictures.
understand what the effect is or what resulted from the text or pictures.
understand the link between the cause and the effect or how they are connected.
use or apply words that indicate a cause-effect relationship (e.g., because, due to, since,
therefore, led to, results in, consequently).

Use of cause & effect tools: The student can ...

use a cause and effect chart to retell the main reasons and resulting outcomes.
use a cause and effect chart to create an outline for their writing.

Language Features: The student included ...
use or apply content-specific vocabulary.

Notes:

Name:

Cause & Effect Success Criteria

Cause & Effect Informational Text Structure: The student can ...
understand what the cause is or the reasons an event happened from the text or pictures.
understand what the effect is or what resulted from the text or pictures.
understand the link between the cause and the effect or how they are connected.
use or apply words that indicate a cause-effect relationship (e.g., because, due to, since,
therefore, led to, results in, consequently).

Use of cause & effect tools: The student can ...

use a cause and effect chart to retell the main reasons and resulting outcomes.
use a cause and effect chart to create an outline for their writing.

Language Features: The student included ...
use or apply content-specific vocabulary.

Notes:
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Name:

Compare & Contrast Success Criteria

Compare & Contrast Informational Text Structure: The student can ...
understand the similarities between two or more objects, people, events, places or things from
the text or pictures.
understand the differences between two or more objects, people, events, places or things from
the text or pictures.
use or apply words that indicate similarities and differences (e.g., like, both, also, unlike, differ,
contrast).

Use of compare & contrast tools: The student can...

use a Venn diagram to retell the similarities and differences between two things.
use a Venn diagram to create an outline for their writing.

Language Features: The student included ...
use or apply content-specific vocabulary.

Notes:

Name:

Compare & Contrast Success Criteria

Compare & Contrast Informational Text Structure: The student can ...
understand the similarities between two or more objects, people, events, places or things from
the text or pictures.
understand the differences between two or more objects, people, events, places or things from
the text or pictures.
use or apply words that indicate similarities and differences (e.g., like, both, also, unlike, differ,
contrast).

Use of compare & contrast tools: The student can ...

use a Venn diagram to retell the similarities and differences between two things.
use a Venn diagram to create an outline for their writing.

Language Features: The student included ...
use or apply content-specific vocabulary.

Notes:
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