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Question Prompts for: Monitoring

1. Stop and ask yourself:
Do I understand what I just read?
Help students learn how to periodically pause while they read in order to 
monitor their understanding. Questions you could ask:

Do I understand what I just read? 
Does this make sense to me?
Does this look or sound right to me? 

2. Note whether you do or don’t understand.
Encourage students to use symbols to identify the parts of the text they 
do or don’t understand. 

3.  When you do understand, keep reading.
Help students to restart after pausing to check their understanding.

If you don’t understand, clarify.
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3.  Reflect on meaning. 
Help students connect how monitoring and clarifying helps to think about the meaning of what was 
read. Questions you could ask:
What did we learn about (character/topic/event)?

How did going back to fix up what we didn’t understand about (character/topic/event) help us 
understand?

Question Prompts for: Clarifying

1. Choose a fix-up strategy.
Help students learn how to choose a fix-up strategy to correct the parts 
they don’t understand:

Rereading. Stop. Go back to the last part you understood and reread the 
part of the text that was confusing. 

How does this go with what I understood (from before)?

What is confusing in this part?

Ask a partner. Ask a student partner to explain the part of the text  
you misunderstood. 

How do these parts fit together? 

How do these ideas connect?

Restate key ideas in your own words. 

What are the key ideas here?  

What if I restate them (key ideas) like this …?

2. Monitor your understanding.
Do I understand now? 
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