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Question Prompts for: Questioning

Help students ask themselves questions about the text.

Model asking questions to yourself to help make sense of the 
text.

The following excerpts are from 

Plant Secrets by Emily Goodman

The Shortest Day: Celebrating the Winter Solstice by Wendy Pfeffer

from Plant Secrets by Emily Goodman

Excerpt

These are seeds. 

Some are big and round. 
Some are as small as specks of dust. 
Some have hard coats you can crack. 
Some are black. 
Some are brown. 
Some are pinkish and some are striped.
 
But all these seeds have a SECRET.

Hidden inside each seed 
is a tiny new plant.
Put the seeds in soil.
Give them water, and sun, and air.
If they get everything they need, 
seeds can help their plants grow.

Question prompts

I wonder … what is a seed?

Why … is there a pumpkin?

What … does this picture remind me of?

Why are …. seeds different sizes and colors?

What is … inside a seed? 

What is … the secret?

How do … plants grow?



2

Regional Educational Laboratory West
Toolkit for Teaching K–3 Reading Comprehension

Question Prompts for: Questioning

from The Shortest Day: Celebrating 
the Winter Solstice by Wendy Pfeffer

Excerpt

In late autumn
in the northern part of the world,
squirrels hide nuts, 
foxes grow thick fur coats, 
and flocks of birds fly to warmer places.

The sun rises later each morning 
and sets earlier each evening. 
Each day it appears lower in the southern sky. 
As the sun gets lower and lower, 
the north gets less and less daylight. 
The air grows colder.

Chickadees fluff their feathers to keep warm.
Woodchucks hibernate in their burrows, 
and white-tailed deer nuzzle through the snow 
to find the last blade of grass.

Question prompts

I wonder … what is autumn?

Where is … the northern part of the world?

Why do …  squirrels hide nuts?

Why do … foxes grow thick fur coats?

What happens … to the sun?

What happens … to the daylight?

Why does …. It get colder?

What is … a chickadee? 

What does … hibernate mean?

What happens when … animals get ready for 
winter? 


