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Teacher: Grade: Name of Curriculum in Use: Lesson:
Mr. Williams 3
Lesson Overview
Brief Students have reviewed several comprehension strategies over the past several weeks. We Lesson includes:
description are now working on using comprehension strategies and text structure to help us identify a A whole group
of planned | story’s theme. small group
lesson: independent work

Text(s) Primary Text: Just Ask!
used: Supplemental Texts: All are Welcome, Different — A Great Thing to Be, The Day You Begin, Sparkle Boy

1. Teach students how to use reading comprehension strategies.

The lesson includes: e gradual release e strategies taught individually or
e research-based reading comprehension strategies of responsibility in combination
. .. . Gradual release i .
Comprehension strategies included: (select 1-2 strategies) of responsibility: Format: [] Single O Multiple
O Activating prior M Monitoring, clarifying, O Explicit description Multiple-strategy format:
Imowle.dge/predlctzng ﬁxmgjup. > Teacher/stz{dent modeling O Reciprocal O Informed strategies
Visualizing Drawing inferences 3. Collaborative use ] .
Summarizing/Retelling O Questioning M 4. Guided practice . for earning
: O rransactional O Concept oriented
5. Independent use

Describe where and how you will integrate the reading comprehension strategies you selected into your lesson plang(s). Include
student and teacher actions to support student use of the strategies.

We have learned and practiced summarizing/retelling, monitoring, clarifying, fixing-up, and drawing inferences over the past few weeks.
These are strategies that | want the students to use, as needed, when we focus on theme in narrative stories today. We will use gradual
release of responsibility with our learning of theme.

Student actions: Students will share with partners descriptions of each strategy and a time they’ve used each one.

Teacher actions: | will facilitate students sharing out from their partner talk and reinforce accurate descriptions and examples of use.

Describe the resources, tools, and supports you will use to support student Describe your plan for gradual release

use of the reading comprehension strategy or strategies you selected. of responsibility.
| will provide oral feedback as they share out from their partner talk and will | provided description of the strategies (review) and
reference charts in our classroom on the strategies as needed. theme in the lesson the day before. We will quickly

reference these and then move to teacher modeling
and some collaborative use during a read aloud of
Just Ask! After this, students will work in groups (with
support from me) using one of the supplemental tasks.

2. Teach students to identify and use the text’s organizational structure to comprehend, learn, and

remember content.
Instruction on the text’s organizational structure includes:
e how to identify and connect the parts of narrative texts e common structures of informational texts

Describe how you will teach students to use the text structure during your lesson plan(s). Include student and teacher actions to
support students’ identification and use of the text structure.

We will engage in a mini-lesson on theme. This is a second lesson that builds upon understanding what theme is to practicing identifying it
from a text. As part of the mini-lesson, we will return to a text (Just Ask!) that we have read a couple times in the past few days.

Student actions: Students will have a chance to ask questions as | model. They will then work with me to identify other pieces of textual
evidence from our book that support the theme | identified. Finally, students will work in small groups with one of the supplemental text to re-
read (using comprehension strategies as necessary) the text together, identify textual evidence for the theme, and name a theme.

Teacher actions: | will model using a think-aloud and pulling evidence from the text to show students how | identified theme. | will also support
small, student-led groups with a graphic organizer, sentence stems, checking in, and a debrief.




Describe the resources, tools, and supports you will use to help students identify and remember story/text elements (e.g., graphic
organizer, mnemonic device, etc.).

Identifying theme graphic organizer
Student Sentence Stems for Peer-Led Discussion

3. Guide students through focused, high-quality discussion on the meaning of text.

Discussions on text will:

e complement the text, instructional purpose, and readers’ ability and | ¢ include discussion questions that require students to think deeply
grade level about text

e include follow-up questions to encourage and facilitate discussion e include student-led structured small-group discussions

What do you want students to reflect on about the text to deepen their understanding of it?

| want students to reflect on what is said “beneath the surface” in the text that helps them identify the theme.
| also want them to reflect on how theme is different from summarizing the text.

Brainstorm questions you can use for discussion, organized by comprehension categories. Review and add follow-up questions.

Identify which questions will you use for discussions before, during, and after reading the text and their purpose.

Questions: | am creating questions to help students think about theme as they read their text in Purpose:
small groups. | will also model these questions as | do a think about for theme with parts of our
main text, Just Ask!

Before:
* What is theme?
* What are some common themes that | already know from books I've read and movies I've
watched?

During:
* How did the characters change and grow in the story?
» What important decisions did the characters make?
» What did the character learn?
» What other details in this story might help me identify the theme?
* What is the theme of the story?

After:
* What do | think the author wants me to learn from this story?
» Why do you think the author chose to include this theme in the story?

Describe how you will support all students to participate in discussions about text and plans for student-led discussions.

Students will participate in partner discussions early in the lesson to review content on comprehension strategies and then will participate in
small group student-led discussions later on theme.

Student actions: Students will likely be out of their desks for both discussions. Partner discussions will happen in our read-aloud rug area and
students will select from various options for their small group discussions.

Teacher actions: | will provide different resources and supports for students to use — graphic organizers, sentence stems, check-ins from me,
debriefing as a class, posters with content we created on our walls. Theme is a difficult concept to learn. We will discuss this together to help
us prepare for the challenge and welcome the time, effort, and attempts it may take to become proficient with theme.

4. Select texts purposefully to support comprehension development.

The purpose of the lesson is: Text(s) selected for the lesson have:

e improving students’ application of reading comprehension strategies |  rich content e appropriate in textual demands
e building students’ knowledge of specific genres, structures, and texts | * strong organization ¢ appropriate in content demands
e developing students’ ability to engage in higher-order discussions e variation in richness in word choice and sentence structure

e other purpose:

Review the texts you selected. Does the structure of your texts support the practice you will teach? Is each text engaging?

Texts: Just Ask!, All are Welcome, Different—A Great Thing to Be, The = Support for lesson purpose:
Day You Begin, Sparkle Boy

These are all narrative texts that have rich content and strong organization. Just Ask! is a more difficult text, but it's one we have been
using as a class with my support. The other texts will be used in student-led groups so their levels are more appropriate for my students
independent use. All texts have similar themes (which connect to our larger unit theme) on embracing difference, acceptance, and standing
up for others.




5. Establish an engaging and motivating context in which to teach reading comprehension.

Classroom environment to support engagement:
e helps students discover the purpose and benefits of reading e gives students reading choices
* creates opportunities for students to see themselves as successful readers | ¢ gives students the opportunity to learn by collaborating with peers

How will you create opportunities for students to see themselves as successful readers? How will you communicate that they are
all capable of engaging in intellectually challenging work? What choices will students have during the lesson?

Theme is a difficult concept for many students. It is abstract and not usually explicitly stated in a text.

Student actions: The students and | will discuss that our learning today may be challenging and do a brief breathing and visualizing activity to
prepare ourselves for it. We will embrace that it may take multiple attempts to be proficient at our new skill and how we will look to celebrate
our efforts and progress.

Teacher actions: | will provide choices in texts for their small group work. They will also have a choice in their partner (someone who is sitting
near them) for when we review comprehension strategies.

Evidence of student learning

Describe any artifacts or evidence of student learning (e.g., products created during lesson activities) you could collect. When in
the lesson will you collect them? What do you hope to learn from the evidence of student learning?

| am going to collect the theme graphic organizer that they complete in their small groups. It won’t give me much information on individual
students, but | will be able to see what groups may need more support or challenge the next day (as they will work in the same groups on
theme again). | could also do a quick exit ticket orally, or in writing where | ask students if students words/phrases are themes (e.g. friendship),
or non-themes (e.g., Kelli and Nnamdi are very different, but still best of friends).

Questions for Study Group

Note any questions you have about how to implement the recommendations from the practice guide to discuss with colleagues
during the Planning Study Group.

I'd like to ask my peers about any tips or resources they have for teaching theme—particularly when students struggle with it. For example, if
they struggle with the concept of theme or identify a main idea instead of a theme.
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