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Assessment of Schoolwide  
Comprehension Instruction

Purpose
The Assessment of Schoolwide Comprehension Instruction is used to assess and monitor the extent 
to which teachers, in aggregate, use the teaching strategies of the Practice Guide in their instructional 
practice as well as to identify areas of strength and areas for improvement. 

It is important to note that this is not intended to be evaluative of teacher performance and goals. 
Observations and reflections should only be used for formative assessment and continuous improvement.

Audience
The Assessment of Schoolwide Comprehension Instruction is intended for school leaders to complete 
and use, or by the school leader and toolkit facilitator together.

Timing
The Assessment of Schoolwide Comprehension Instruction should be completed at the beginning of 
the year prior to toolkit implementation, and again throughout the year to monitor progress. 

It may take up to 30 minutes to complete. 

Instructions for completing 
Review the 17 teaching strategies from the Practice Guide, organized by recommendation. For each 
strategy, consider how or where it is an area of strength or an area for improvement. For example, a 
specific grade level may be particularly strong in comprehension strategy instruction. Space has been 
provided to include the data source(s) supporting the rating. After describing strengths and areas for 
improvement, identify possible next steps for working towards improvement. It may be helpful to also 
record who is responsible for each next step. 

The toolkit module(s) in which the teaching strategy is emphasized is included in the first column. This 
information may be helpful when planning next steps. 

Space has been provided to indicate whether the tool is completed for the beginning, middle, or end 
of year. At the middle and end of year, compare your Assessment of Schoolwide Comprehension 
Instruction against prior assessment times. Note areas of growth or progress.

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/practiceguide/14
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Data Sources
Grade-level data from school reading assessments may be helpful in identifying areas of strength 
or areas for improvement. The following data sources from the toolkit may also be helpful when 
completing the assessment after beginning implementation of the toolkit:

•	 Group Action Plans. The Group Action Plan has space to identify what the study group of 
teachers learned about their reading comprehension instructional practice, what their students 
learned after incorporating teaching strategies into their lessons, and what members of the 
group would do differently to improve their practice.

•	 Lesson Observations. The Lesson Observation tool provides space for observers to note the 
extent to which reading comprehension instructional practices are evident in a classroom 
during content-area instruction in order to identify implementation strengths and needs.

•	 Lesson Reflections. The Lesson Reflection tool is a space for teachers to reflect on their 
lessons in which they incorporated the teaching strategies in the Practice Guide. 

•	 Implementation Goals. During each module, teachers are asked to complete an 
implementation goal in which they identify teaching strategy or strategies to incorporate into 
their lessons.

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/reading-comprehension-k-3/pdf/IntroMod_Group_Action_Plan.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/reading-comprehension-k-3/pdf/IntroMod_Lesson_Observation.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/reading-comprehension-k-3/pdf/IntroMod_Lesson_Reflection.pdf
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Assessment of Schoolwide Comprehension Instruction
This form reflects: � School � Grade level � Other:

� Beginning of year � Middle of year � End of year

Schoolwide Areas of Strength and Improvement
Practice Guide 
Recommendations

Toolkit 
Module(s) Areas of Strength

Areas for 
Improvement Next Steps

Recommendation 1: Teach students how to use reading comprehension strategies.

Teach students how to use 
several research-based reading 
comprehension strategies.

2,3
Data Source(s):

Teach reading comprehension 
strategies individually or in 
combination.

3
Data Source(s):

Teach reading comprehension 
strategies by using a gradual release 
of responsibility.

2,4
Data Source(s):

Recommendation 2: Teach students to identify and use the text’s organizational structure to comprehend, learn, and 
remember content.

Explain how to identify and connect 
the parts of narrative texts. 2

Data Source(s):
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Schoolwide Areas of Strength and Improvement
Practice Guide 
Recommendations

Toolkit 
Module(s) Areas of Strength

Areas for 
Improvement Next Steps

Provide instruction on common 
structures of informational texts. 3

Data Source(s):

Recommendation 3: Guide students through focused, high-quality discussion on the meaning of text.

Structure the discussion to 
complement the text, the 
instructional purpose, and the 
readers’ ability and grade level.

2
Data Source(s):

Develop discussion questions that 
require students to think deeply 
about text.

2
Data Source(s):

Ask follow-up questions to encourage 
and facilitate discussion. 4

Data Source(s):

Have students lead structured small-
group discussions. 4

Data Source(s):
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Schoolwide Areas of Strength and Improvement
Practice Guide 
Recommendations

Toolkit 
Module(s) Areas of Strength

Areas for 
Improvement Next Steps

Recommendation 4: Select texts purposefully to support comprehension development.

Teach reading comprehension with 
multiple genres of text. 1

Data Source(s):

Choose texts of high quality with 
richness and depth of ideas and 
information.

1
Data Source(s):

Choose texts with word recognition 
and comprehension difficulty 
appropriate for the students’ reading 
ability and the instructional activity.

3
Data Source(s):

Use texts that support the purpose 
of instruction. 3

Data Source(s):

Recommendation 5: Establish an engaging and motivating context in which to teach reading comprehension.

Help students discover the purpose 
and benefits of reading. 1

Data Source(s):
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Schoolwide Areas of Strength and Improvement
Practice Guide 
Recommendations

Toolkit 
Module(s) Areas of Strength

Areas for 
Improvement Next Steps

Create opportunities for students to 
see themselves as successful readers. 1,4

Data Source(s):

Give students reading choices. 1
Data Source(s):

Give students the opportunity to learn 
by collaborating with their peers. 4

Data Source(s):
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