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INSTRUCTIONAL PLANNER: SELECTING TEXT FOR
TEACHING COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES

Purpose

Materials

Media

Topic

Practice

Professional development providers, literacy coaches, and lead
teachers can use this planner during workshop on choosing
appropriate texts to use for reading instruction.

Text teachers are considering using for reading instruction

Choosing the Right Text, expert interview. Dr. Nell Duke
discusses the importance of choosing texts for reading
instruction that are an appropriate difficulty level, range in
genres, and align well with instructional goals. (5:14 min)

This tool and related media and materials are located in the
Doing What Works Library (https://dwwlibrary.wested.org/). For
assistance, contact dww@wested.org.

Improving K—3 Reading Comprehension

Teach Comprehension Strategies
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Choosing Texts for Comprehension Strategy Instruction

Professional developers might use this summary chart, planning checklist, and accompanying
expert video, Choosing the Right Text, to help teachers select text for use in introducing new
comprehension strategies to their students.
In general, texts should:

e support the purpose of instruction and curricular goals

e represent a range of genres

¢ be high quality, with richness and depth of ideas and information

e be interesting and engaging to students

Selecting the Appropriate Text: Summary Chart

If a teacher is teaching the Use a text that...
strategy...
...summarizing ...can easily be summarized or has a summary in it (when

introducing the summarizing strategy or a new genre)

...making predictions ...is unfamiliar to students, or one in which many outcomes
are possible

.. asking questions ... has enough detail to prompt questions

.. visualizing ... has actions students can picture or vivid details without

too many pictures

.. clarifying ... has content or vocabulary that may be confusing to
students
.. making inferences ... students can relate to

Teacher trainers can have teachers complete the checklists on the following pages to compare
and select appropriate texts for teaching a comprehension strategy in the classroom.
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Choosing Informational Text for Strategy Instruction
Some features of text to Text 1 Text 2 Text 3

consider:

Instructional purpose

Appropriate to instructional goal?
(See “Selecting the Appropriate
Text: Summary Chart”)

Reading level

Appropriate for students’ reading
level? (e.g., may be just above
reading level for modeling and
guided practice or at reading level
for asking questions in pairs)

Interest

Engaging, rich, interesting topics?

Visual or graphical features

Visual features such as
photographs, illustrations,
drawings, charts?

Organization
e Headings, boldfaced terms?

e Clear main ideas and topic
sentences?

e Easy to segment for group or
partner discussion?

Note: these features may be
more important for early readers
than more advanced readers

Content

For example, how do the prior
information or background
knowledge demands match our
learners?

Vocabulary
Amount of new vocabulary?

Are there definitions of,
explanations of, or contextual
support for key terms?
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Choosing Literary or Narrative Text for Strategy Instruction

Some features of text to
consider:

Text 1

Text 2

Text 3

Instructional purpose

Appropriate to instructional goal?
(See “Selecting the Appropriate
Text: Summary Chart”)

Reading level

Appropriate for students’ reading
level?

(e.g., may be just above reading
level for modeling and guided
practice or at reading level for
asking questions in pairs)

Interest

Engaging, rich, interesting to
children? (consider how students
can connect to text)

Visual or graphical features

Interesting, engaging illustrations
or photographs?

Literary features
o Well-defined characters
¢ |Interesting themes or conflicts

e Variation and richness in word
choice and sentence structure

Content

For example, how do the prior
information or background
knowledge demands match our
learners?

Vocabulary
Amount of new vocabulary?

Are there definitions of,
explanations of, or contextual
support for key terms?
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