
Helping educators support early childhood education 

Katie Dahlke, Ph.D. 

Principal Researcher, REL Southwest

1



Supporting families in promoting early learning at home 

1. Maintaining and building strong 
adult–child relationships 
(teacher–child and caregiver–child). 

2. Sharing appropriate early learning 
resources and guidance to meet 
families’ needs.
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Teacher–child relationships support children’s development 

•  Empirical evidence of 
association with academic 
performance, social skills, 
and behavior. 

•  Grounded in theories of 
child development. 
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(Bowlby, 1969; Bronfenbrenner & Morris, 2006; Sabol & Pianta, 2012)



Supporting positive relationships during school closures
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Instructional resources and guidance to meet families’ various needs
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REL Southwest database of instructional resources and 
guidance for supporting early learning at home 

Two searchable lists of resources: 

1. Free (not examined in studies reviewed by 
What Works Clearinghouse [WWC]), 
including online and offline activities for 
preK and kindergarten 

2. Resources with impact studies reviewed 
by WWC, including online and computer-
based resources for preK and kindergarten 
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https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/southwest/publications/co 
vid19-ece-resources.aspx

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/southwest/publications/covid19-ece-resources.aspx


Free resources (not examined in studies reviewed by WWC) 
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Searchable Fields 
 Type of resource 
 Printables (if available) 
 Caregiver and student targeted, 
 Available in languages other than 

English 
 Grade levels 
 Student subgroups 
 Content areas covered 
 Other guidance topics covered
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Free resources (not examined in studies reviewed by WWC)
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Resources with impact studies reviewed by WWC 

Searchable Fields 
 Caregiver/home component available 
 Grade levels 
 Grade levels studied 
 Student subgroups 
 Content area(s) 
 WWC evidence standards met for 

reviewed studies 
 Effects of resource on a domain 
 Extent of evidence



Resources with impact studies reviewed by WWC
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