
English proficiency and the pandemic: 
Where are English learner students’ language and literacy 
skills now?
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Welcome, event orientation, and speaker introductions
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Agenda
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• Welcome and introductions
• Opening remarks
• How Texas English learner students fared during the COVID-19 pandemic
• English learners’ test scores: Before, during, and after COVID-19
• Panel discussion
• Question-and-answer session



Webinar goals
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• Share recent research on the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on English language
proficiency test scores of English learner students.

• Discuss implications for English learner students, their families, teachers, and schools.
• Hear from practitioners about their understanding of where students are and how to

help them continue to improve.
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Regional Educational Laboratories
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How does REL Southwest do this work? 

REL Southwest works with state education 
agencies, districts, and other partners to 
develop and apply research evidence to 
meaningfully improve student outcomes. 

REL Southwest supports five collaborative 
research partnerships to address the 
regional needs, priorities, and interests of 
five states: Arkansas, Louisiana, New 
Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas. 
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Opening remarks



November 14th , 2023



What the U.S. Department of Education has Learned from  
the American Public Over the last Two Years

• Students, educators, and families want to know and feel like they belong

• Families want a research and evidence-based, rigorous, well-rounded,         
minds-on and hands-on education for their children, including pathways to 
postsecondary learning, career options, and multilingualism

• America needs to eliminate the shortage of highly qualified educators and   
student support staff

• Educators and schools can accelerate learning by providing relevant and   
joyful learning, and meeting students and educators’ wellness 
needs





Key Levers to Provide Every Student with a Pathway 
to Multilingualism

 

 
 

 
EQUITABLE ACCESS FOR 

ENGLISH LEARNERS 

 

 
DIVERSIFIED BILINGUAL/MULTILINGUAL 

EDUCATOR WORKFORCE 

 

 
QUALITY BILINGUAL 
EDUCATION FOR ALL 

 
Develop and implement 
processes that enhance 

oversight for the civil rights 
protections of English learners 

as well as related funding 
obligations for English 

learner services and promote 
evidence-based practices 
to address the barriers that 

English learners can encounter 
in education 

 
Provide technical assistance and 

funding opportunities and disseminate 
information about evidence-based 
state and local programs that are 

building educator workforce capacity, 
including Grow-Your-Own, teacher 

residencies, and apprenticeship 
programs; and support colleges and 

universities in prioritizing English as 
a Second Language and bilingual 
educator preparation programs for 

multilingual educators 

 
Increase access to high- 

quality language programs 
and highlight states and 

districts that are implementing 
evidence-based dual language 

programs and seals of 
biliteracy 

 



• English learners are one of the fastest-growing populations

• The number of people who speak a language other than 
English at home has tripled in recent decades

• According to Ethnologue, of the 115 indigenous languages 
spoken in the U.S. today, 2 are healthy, 34 are in danger, and 
79 will go extinct withing a generation without serious 
intervention.  Essentially, 99% of Native American languages 
spoken today are in danger.”

• As of 2019, there were 5.1 million English Learners enrolled 
in our nations' public elementary and secondary schools

• Adults who are multilingual have access to better jobs and 
higher pay

• Students who come to school with a language other than or 
in addition to English come with many assets; language, 
culture and funds of knowledge

Why It Matters

15



• Multilingualism, as well as bilingualism, has significant 
academic, cognitive, economic, and sociocultural benefits

• Multilingual students have:
• a broader and deeper vocabulary and they’re better communicators and 

problem-solvers.
• better memory, attention, and multitasking skills

• According to the 2020 U.S. Census Bureau, only 20 percent of 
Americans can converse in two or more languages, compared with 
56 percent of Europeans. Experts estimate about half of the human 
race is bilingual, at least.

• Growing industries and sectors like healthcare, trade, education and 
technical services, employers are more likely to expect workers to 
have a 2nd language

•  In the trade sector, employers are 59 percent more likely to expect 
workers to have a 2nd language. In education, that number is 57 
percent. In professional and technical services that number is 55 
percent. And 54 percent, among construction employers. 

Why It Matters Cont’d

https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/half-the-world-is-bilingual-whats-our-problem/2019/04/24/1c2b0cc2-6625-11e9-a1b6-b29b90efa879_story.html


OELA Priorities

Dual 
Language 
Programs

Seal
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Family 
Engagement

Early 
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Name of presentation 18



Name of presentation 19

OELA Resources on English Learners and Multilingualism



Thank you for all you do!
melissa.castillo@ed.gov

mailto:melissa.castillo@ed.gov
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