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Overview 

 What Does the WWC Do? 

 Why is it Important to have Standards for Research?  

 How are WWC Reviews Conducted? 

 What is Done to Ensure Quality and Accuracy? 

 What if I Have Questions About a Review? 

 How do I Submit a Study? 

 Webinar participant Q&A 



What Works Clearinghouse (WWC) 

 The WWC was established in 2002 as an investment 
of the Institute of Education Sciences, within the 
Department of Education. 

 The project is operated by the National Center for 
Education Evaluation and Regional Assistance (NCEE), 
which supports the synthesis of evaluation 
throughout the U.S.  

 NCEE conducts independent projects that are credible 
and free of political consideration. 
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The WWC Process 
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 Mission: To be a central and trusted source of what 
works in education 

Suggest topics and make requests 

Researchers The WWC Educators 

Students Evidence standards improve research quality 
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The WWC Process 

 Mission: To be a central and trusted source of what 
works in education 

For Each Intervention, the WWC 

Does… 

Review all effectiveness studies 

Summarize high quality studies 

Document study details 

Does Not… 

Conduct our own studies 

Recommend interventions 

Approve interventions 



The WWC Assesses Effectiveness Research 

 The WWC assesses the 
quality of effectiveness 
research. 

 High-quality effectiveness   
research rules out other      
causes of effects. 

 

  Implementation provides 
important context for 
findings. 

 

                                         
                                              

All Research 

Effectiveness 
Research 
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9,704 Studies 
Reviewed and 

Counting 



The Quality of Effectiveness Research Matters 
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 Education decisions are 
increasingly based on 
education research. 

 Decision makers do not have 
time to assess  
research quality. 

 The WWC systematic review 
is a central and trusted 
source for decision makers. 
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WWC Review Protocols 

 Each review is guided by a review protocol 
– Developed with substantive experts 
– Specifies research questions for the review 
– Defines the scope of the review 
– Describes the process for identifying studies 

Eligible Study Designs      
(Effectiveness Research) 

Randomized Controlled Trials (RCTs) 

Quasi-Experimental Designs (QEDs) 

Regression Discontinuity Designs (RDDs) 

Single-Case Designs (SCDs) 

Ineligible Study Designs 
Correlational 

Case Studies 

Implementation Studies 

Descriptive and Testimonials 

 
 



WWC Evidence Standards 
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 Developed by panels of national experts 

 Focus on causal validity of the study design  

 Applied to each study by certified reviewers 

 Result in a study rating 
– Meets WWC standards without reservations 
– Meets WWC standards with reservations 
– Does not meet WWC standards 

 What if the WWC needs more information? 

 



What is the Result of a Review? 
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 Master Review Guide and study rating 

 Incorporated into a product on the website 
– Single study review 
– Intervention report 
– Practice guide 
– Stay tuned for new products 

 Studies database 

 How long does the process take? 

 



What is Done to Ensure Quality and Accuracy? 
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Certified  
Reviewers 

Reconciliation 

Team Lead  
Review 

Internal  
Quality  
Analysis 

       External  
       Peer  
       Review 



What If I Have Questions? 

 What if I have questions about the WWC? 
– Help Desk responds to most questions 

 What if I have questions about a review or report? 
– Submit question in writing (use “Contact Us” page) 
– Specify study or set of studies 
– Identify issues of concern and explain objections 

 What happens to those questions? 
– Investigation by Quality Review Team 
– Report of findings 
– Revise report if necessary 
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How to Submit a Study for Review 
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How to Submit a Study for Review 
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 Where does a study submission go once it is received? 
– Sent to a topic area or single study review team 
– Considered during next prioritization  
– Does the WWC review all studies that are 

submitted? 
 
 

 
 
 



WWC Resources 

 WWC Procedures and Standards Handbook 
– http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/DocumentSum.aspx?sid=19 

 WWC Reporting Guide for Study Authors 
– http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/pdf/reference_resources/wwc_gsa_v1.pdf 

 WWC Study Review Guide and Instructions 
– http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/StudyReviewGuide.aspx 

 The What Works Clearinghouse Help Desk 
– http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/ContactUs.aspx 

 Follow the WWC 
– http://facebook.com/whatworksclearinghouse 
– https://twitter.com/WhatWorksED 
– http://ies.ed.gov/newsflash/?url=%2Fncee%2Fwwc%2Findex%2Easp&site=

What+Works+Clearinghouse 
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