
How Educators Can Use Welcoming 
Language with Kinship Caregivers 

and Grandfamilies

Kinship caregivers and grandfamilies are “families in which children reside with and are being raised 
by grandparents, other extended family members, and adults with whom they have a close family-like 
relationship such as godparents and close family friends.”1 Examples include:

Did you know?

Why is using welcoming language important?

Welcoming language is the intentional and ongoing use of language, including vocabulary, tone, and 
behaviors, that helps all students and their families feel they belong in the school community. 

What are kinship caregivers and grandfamilies?
December 2025

One or more grandparents 
raising grandchildren

Aunts or uncles raising 
nieces or nephews

Older siblings raising 
younger siblings

Cousins raising  
cousins

More than a million households in the United States have grandparents or non-parent relatives as primary 
caregivers. Many children in REL Appalachia’s four-state region live with grandparents or non-parent 
relatives as their primary caregivers.

1.1 million
U.S. households with  

grandparents or other kin as 
primary caregivers2

2.5 million
U.S. children in kinship care3

247,000
Children in the REL Appalachia  

region being raised by 
grandparents or other kin2

Benefits of using welcoming language with 
families:
• Caregivers who feel welcome and engaged can 

better support their students’ learning, academic 
outcomes, and attendance.4 

• Students whose families are involved in the school 
community have fewer externalizing behaviors 
(such as aggression), decreased dropout rates, and 
improved relationships with their teachers.4

Go to the next page for tips on using welcoming language with kinship caregivers and grandfamilies



• Identify caregivers’ relationships to their students.5 Listen to what students call them. Let caregivers 
tell you their relationship to their students.

• Find ways to meaningfully engage kinship caregivers and grandfamilies.6 Consider what knowledge 
or expertise all caregivers can contribute to the classroom community. How can the school best support 
them and their students?

• Make sure kinship caregivers and grandfamilies feel welcome and engaged at events.6 For example, 
instead of “Donuts with Dads” or “Muffins with Moms,” consider “Coffee with Caregivers” or “Family Feast.”

• Use multiple communication modalities and ask families for their preferences.7 Some kinship 
caregivers and grandparents may not engage with social media or other commonly used communication 
tools. Offer phone calls, texts, emails, written notes, or in-person meetings as ways to communicate.

• Review and revise official documents to include kinship caregivers and grandfamilies.8 Signal that 
all families belong by including caregiver alternatives on forms.

Instead of: Use:
Mother, father, parents Caregiver, family member, grownup, adult
Son, daughter Child, children, student
Husband, wife, boyfriend, girlfriend Partner
Members of a household Family members
Immediate and extended family Family
Parent-teacher conferences Family-teacher conferences
(On forms) Role: __ Mother __Father __Other __ Mother __ Father __ Other caregiver (please specify) _____

• Continually reexamine your practice.9 Be willing to adapt language and behaviors for engagement on 
an ongoing basis.

How can I use welcoming language with kinship caregivers  
and grandfamilies?
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