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Many students who pass Algebra I in grade 8 The information can be used to help middle
are placed into Algebra I again in grade 9. and high school teachers, students, and
Students repeat the course for different families understand how decisions are made.

reasons, but repeating Algebra I can make
it harder for students to take higher-level
math classes by the end of high school and
can limit opportunities after graduating.

District leaders and/or high school leaders
and counselors can record how grade 9 math
course placement decisions are made for
incoming students. Table B can be used to

This document clarifies how schools decide record information for each high school
which math course students will take in grade and Table A can be used to summarize and
9. It is designed to make the decisionmaking compare all high schools.

process clearer and more consistent.
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Table A. Considerations for grade 9 math course placement, comparison across high schools

High school

Grade 9 math

Standardized

Algebra I

Teacher

Student and/or

Other considerations

assessment letter grade . family .
name courses offered recommendation (specify)
scores (Grade 8) preference
. Course A
High School A Yes Yes Yes No NA
Course B
. Course A .
High School B Yes Yes No Yes Interim assessments
Course B

Adapted from:

Regional Education Laboratory West. (2017). Math course pathways: Companion sheet for teachers and school counselors. WestEd.

https://www.wested.org/resource/math-course-pathways-teachers-and-school-counselors/

This handout was prepared under Contract ED-IES-22-C-0009 by Regional Educational Laboratory Northwest,
administered by WestEd. The content does not necessarily reflect the views or policies of IES or the U.S. Department of Education,
nor does mention of trade names, commercial products, or organizations imply endorsement by the U.S. government.
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Use this page to show how the high school decides which courses are recommended
or required for students to take. Duplicate it if you are filling it out for multiple schools.
Include notes in Table B if helpful.

High school

School:
Guidance counselor/math teacher name:
Contact information:

Grade 9 math course options

Table B. Considerations for grade 9 math course placement, by school

Used in grade 9 math

. . Additional notes
placement decisions?

Consideration

Which grade level scores are used?

. How are these scores used for placement?
Standardized i

assessment scores

What grading considerations are used for placement?

Algebra I letter
grade (grade 8)

How are recommendations collected and used?

Teacher
recommendation

How is student and/or family input considered?

Student and/or
family preference

What else is considered?
Other

considerations
(specify)
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