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Selecting Your Student’s Grade 9 Math Class

A GUIDE FOR FAMILIES

N
Many students who pass Algebra I in grade 8 are placed into Algebra I again
in grade 9. Students repeat the course for different reasons, but repeating
Algebra I can make it harder for students to take higher-level math classes
by the end of high school and limit opportunities after graduating.

This guide is designed to help students and families understand their
options and choose the most appropriate math class for grade 9.

Student information

Record information below to use during discussions about which math class
is the best fit. If you have questions or are unsure, email and/or schedule an
appointment with your student’s school guidance counselor and/or math teacher.

Consideration Student information

Standardized assessment
score (end of grades 6-8)

Algebra I letter grade
(grade 8)

Teacher
recommendation

Student preference
(feelings about
course options)

Plans after high school
graduation (e.g., 4-year
college, community
college, job type)
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High school considerations

List the high schools your student is considering for grade 9. Is there a difference in grade 9 math
courses or requirements at these schools? Are there additional options for students?
Grade 9 math course

Schools options/ requirements Notes (exceptions, options)

Guidance counselor information

Building a strong working relationship with a guidance counselor and/or math teacher at your
student’s middle school and future high school helps make sure your student is placed in the
right math class for them.

Middle school
School:

Guidance counselor/math teacher name:

Contact information:

High school
School:

Guidance counselor/math teacher name:

Contact information:

High school
School:

Guidance counselor/math teacher name:

Contact information:

REL

Northwest
Regional Educational
Laboratory Northwest



Next steps

After completing this guide, set up a meeting with your student’s guidance counselor and/or
teacher to talk about options and next steps. Bring this guide to the meeting. Follow up with the
guidance counselor as needed to learn more about specific course options and opportunities.

Resource used to create this guide

Fong, T., Perry, R., Reade, F., Klarin, B., & Jacquet, K. (2016). Many pathways to student success
in mathematics: Middle and high school math course sequences and placement decisions in the
Math in Common districts. https://www.wested.org/resource/many-pathways-to-student-
success-in-mathematics/

Additional resources

Olympia School District. (n.d.). Math placement guidelines & FAQ. Retrieved February 10, 2026, from
https://osd.wednet.edu/departments/teaching learning/math placement guidelines__ fa

Ready Washington. (n.d.). For educators. Retrieved February 10, 2026, from
https://readywa.org/educators/

X’=y

=3.14156926...

This handout was prepared under Contract ED-IES-22-C-0009 by Regional Educational Laboratory Northwest,
administered by WestEd. The content does not necessarily reflect the views or policies of IES or the U.S. Department of Education,
nor does mention of trade names, commercial products, or organizations imply endorsement by the U.S. government.
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