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The Connection Between School Climate and Literacy

What is Georgia doing to improve school climate and literacy?

The Georgia Department of Education recognizes that
creating a positive school climate is an effective strategy
for improving outcomes for students. To support this
goal, the Georgia Department of Education formed a
partnership with Regional Education Laboratory (REL)
Southeast called the School Climate and Literacy for
Georgia (SCAL4GA) partnership. Goals include:

e Understanding the relationship between Georgia’s
school climate measures and students’ literacy.

e Increasing state and district staff understanding
of evidence-based practices for improving school
climate.

¢ Supporting district and school staff in the
implementation of evidence-based practices.

The SCAL4GA partnership is focused on improving school climate.
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Through the SCAL4GA partnership, Georgia conducted an analysis to to better understand the relationship between school
climate and student literacy outcomes using Georgia data. Additionally, GaDOE conducted analyses to understand which
dimensions of the School Climate Star Rating was the most strongly related to student literacy.

Since 2013/14, Georgia has measured
school climate using the School Climate
Star Rating.

The School Climate Star Rating is calculated by combining
the following data into a single school-level score*:

¢ School climate surveys including student, staff,
and parent perceptions of school climate

e Student disciplinary incidents

¢ Safe and substance free learning environment survey
and incidents

¢ Student and staff attendance

According to the analyses that GaDOE
conducted, in Georgia the School Climate
Star Rating was positively related to
literacy scores.

GaDOE calculated a correlation between the Star Rating
and literacy scores in Georgia among 1779 elementary and
middle schools for the 2018-19 school year. GaDOE found
that schools with higher School Climate Star Ratings also
had a higher percentage of students who were proficient in
English Language Arts (see Exhibit 1).

Next, GaDOE conducted regression analyses to determine
which dimension of the School Climate Star Ratings was the
most strongly related to literacy. GaDOE found that the
School Climate surveys were the most strongly related
to literacy.? This analysis was conducted among 1751
elementary and middle schools for the 2018-19 school year
(see Exhibit 2).

There are several limitations to these analyses including that
this study was not designed to identify a causal relationship
between school climate and literacy, and the study did not
investigate all of the potential factors that could influence
student literacy outcomes. Following the school climate

and literacy analysis, GaDOE will examine the relationship
between the domains of the school climate survey and
literacy outcomes.
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Exhibit 2

- School climate surveys, 0.12*
- Attendance, 0.08*
- Student discipline, 0.06*

I Safe & substance free learning, 0.02

Note: the * shows a statistically significant relationship between
the dimension and literacy.

1 The School Climate Star Rating is calculated by taking the school average across all dimensions. Each dimension is given an equal value and schools earn a 1 to 5 star climate rating based

on their total average score.

2 Comparing standardized coefficients from a regression analysis revealed that the school climate survey had the strongly association with literacy compared to the other dimsentions of

the School Climate Star Rating.
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