
What are high-quality instructional materials (HQIM)? 

Why use HQIM? 

HQIM are rigorously reviewed curriculum 
materials aligned to state academic standards 
that include: 

• evidence-based strategies, 
• inclusive practices, and 
• embedded teacher supports.1 

HQIM provide an effective lesson structure 
and flexible pacing for teachers to best 
support learning for all students.2 The 
materials take into account the needs 
and experiences of diverse learners who 
are actively literate, critical thinkers, and 
engaged in the community.3 

Research suggests that use of high-quality instructional materials paired with professional learning supports is associated with 
improvements in student achievement.4 

seven hours 
searching for free or 
paid instructional 
materials and 

five hours creating their own 
instructional materials.5 

Each week, U.S. teachers spend an average of: 

In Arkansas, 82 percent of Arkansas elementary teachers and 91 percent of secondary teachers report developing 
curriculum materials from scratch.6 

With access to HQIM, teachers can use their time and energy to focus on delivering content and engaging all their 
students in lessons. 

Since the pandemic disrupted learning for students across the United States, multiple states have used 
COVID-19 relief funds to purchase HQIM to offset learning loss.7
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Through the Building Pathways to Student Success partnership, Regional Educational Laboratory (REL) Southwest is collaborating 
with the Arkansas Department of Education to support AIIM through: 

1. Technical assistance and coaching. REL Southwest is holding a series of virtual coaching sessions to help the 
Arkansas Department of Education develop a plan for conducting a statewide evaluation of AIIM. Through the 
coaching sessions, REL Southwest is building the department’s capacity to develop a survey that will assess the 
implementation of AIIM. The survey will be part of a larger evaluation plan that includes a logic model for the initiative, 
research questions, and a fully articulated plan for answering the research questions. Ultimately, the evaluation will 
help the department monitor program implementation, progress, trends, successes, and challenges. 

2. Applied research. REL Southwest will investigate the impact of AIIM on student outcomes by measuring student 
achievement (test scores), college and career readiness (ACT® score of 19 or above), and college enrollment before 
and after AIIM’s implementation. 

The Arkansas Initiative for Instructional Materials (AIIM) 

In Arkansas, the Department of Education implemented the Arkansas Initiative for Instructional Materials (AIIM) to ensure that 
every student in Arkansas has equitable access to HQIM, grade-level instruction, and responsive practices. By improving instruction, 
Arkansas seeks to ensure that students receive the education and support necessary to graduate from high school ready for college 
and careers. 

Arkansas has identified five key priorities to support the 
implementation of HQIM: Communication, Signaling 
Quality, Professional Learning, Educator Preparation, 
and Data & Analysis.8 

AIIM provides a variety of supports to educators, such as the Building Pathways to HQIM guidebook, which is 
designed to help school teams establish a districtwide process to communicate, educate, and build awareness 
of the value of HQIM. Arkansas’s Division of Elementary and Secondary Education partnered with EdReports to 
develop a catalog of HQIM from which districts can select curricula to implement in their schools. 

Other AIIM supports include professional learning opportunities to build educators’ capacity to identify  
and implement HQIM at every stage of a student’s K–12 experience. 

Learn more 
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