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Literacy Resources: Summary Findings and  

Practice Recommendations From High-Quality Research 

What Works Clearinghouse practice guides 

Based on reviews of research, experiences of practitioners, and expert opinions of nationally recognized 

experts, What Works Clearinghouse practice guides present recommendations to support the 

implementation of literacy practices. They acknowledge both the level of evidence and potential ESSA 

tier of evidence for each recommendation. Available practice guides are listed by date of publication: 

• Preparing Young Children for School (Burchinal et al., 2022) includes three

recommendations to support early literacy development.
o A series of short reference sheets describe how to carry out each recommendation

(found under the Related Resources tab).

• Providing Reading Interventions for Students in Grades 4–9 (Vaughn et al., 2022) provides

four recommendations to support developing literacy in the middle grades.

o A shorter summary document describes how to carry out each recommendation.

• Teaching Secondary Students to Write Effectively (Graham et al., 2016) provides three

recommendations to support students in grade 6–12 develop writing skills.

o A shorter summary document describes how to carry out each recommendation.

o The Teaching Secondary Students to Write Effectively: Practice Guide and Toolkit

Overview infographic (Regional Educational Laboratory [REL] Pacific, 2024)

provides an overview of the practice guide.

• Foundational Skills to Support Reading for Understanding in Kindergarten through 3rd

Grade (Foorman et al., 2016) provides four recommendations for teaching foundational

skills.

o A shorter summary document describes how to carry out each recommendation.

o Additional IES resources to support implementation include videos, guides,

webinars, and infographics (found under the Related Resources tab).

o The Professional Learning Communities Facilitator’s Guide for the What Works
Clearinghouse Practice Guide: Foundational Skills to Support Reading for

Understanding in Kindergarten Through 3rd Grade (REL Southeast, 2016) provides

resources to implement ten professional learning community sessions. Resources

include participant activities, lesson plan examples and templates, and videos

illustrating practices.

• Teaching Academic Content and Literacy to English Learners in Elementary and Middle
School (Baker et al., 2014) provides four recommendations for supporting English learning

during reading and content area instruction.

o A shorter summary document describes how to carry out each recommendation.

o Additional IES resources to support implementation include videos, guides,

webinars, and infographics (found under the Related Resources tab).

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuides
https://www.google.com/url?client=internal-element-cse&cx=011774183035190766908:hriitduy-cu&q=https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/Multimedia/wwc_pg_loe_022718.pdf&sa=U&ved=2ahUKEwiNvtuiyZmEAxUqkokEHdoOAykQFnoECAIQAQ&usg=AOvVaw3oayAesVZS9TPYaWbVysxM
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/essa
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/essa
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/WWC/PracticeGuide/30
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/WWC/PracticeGuide/29
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/WWC/PracticeGuide/22
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/Products/RWR/Resource/107645
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/Products/RWR/Resource/107645
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/WWC/PracticeGuide/21
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/WWC/PracticeGuide/21
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/Products/Region/southeast/Publication/3774
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/Products/Region/southeast/Publication/3774
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/Products/Region/southeast/Publication/3774
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/WWC/PracticeGuide/19
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/WWC/PracticeGuide/19
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• Teaching Elementary School Students to be Effective Writers (Graham et al., 2012) provides 

four recommendations for supporting elementary students’ writing.  

o A shorter summary document includes how to carry out each recommendation.  

o Additional IES resources to support implementation include videos, guides, 

webinars, and infographics (found under the Related Resources tab). 

• Increasing Reading Comprehension in Kindergarten through 3rd Grade (Shanahan et al., 

2010) provides five recommendations to support building literacy skills for young readers.  

• Assisting Students Struggling with Reading: Response to Intervention (RTI) and Multi-Tier 

Intervention in the Primary Grades (Gersten et al., 2008) provides five recommendations to 

support identifying children who need additional support and strategies to support their 

reading development.  

• Improving Adolescent Literacy: Effective Classroom and Intervention Practices (Kamil et al., 

2008) provides five recommendations for teachers and specialists to use to support adolescent 

readers.  

o The Improving Adolescent Literacy infographic (REL Southeast, 2023) provides 

strategies for teachers.  

What Works Clearinghouse Literacy Intervention Reports 

Literacy Intervention Reports summarize findings from high-quality research for an intervention or 

practice. Though many reports do not have an evidence tier assigned, they still provide information on 

studies reviewed, components of program, findings, and cost.  

Additional REL Resources 

General resources 

• Developing Strong Foundational Literacy Skills in Children—It Takes all of Us! (REL 

Southeast, 2023): an infographic that provides links to other REL resources that have been 

created for communities, state and district leaders, families and caregivers, and teachers and 

school leaders.   

• Instructional Practices for Teaching Emergent Literacy at the Preschool Level (REL 

Southeast, 2023): a visual resource focused on the four building blocks of emergent literacy. 

This includes what to teach and how to teach each concept.   

• Research-Based Resources to Support Early Literacy (REL Northwest, 2023): products that 

list readily accessible resources for caregivers, practitioners, and policymakers to use to 

support early literacy.  

• School leader literacy walkthroughs for both grades 4–12 (Lee et al., 2020) and K–3 

(Kosanovich et al., 2015): guides designed to support school leaders as they observe 

evidence-based practices during literacy instruction.  

• Supporting Facilitators' Implementation of Professional Learning Community: Emergent 

Literacy (REL Southeast, 2023): an infographic that provides tips for facilitators 

implementing the Professional Learning Community: Emergent Literacy. This focuses on 

strategies to support before, during, and implementation. It is related to the Professional 

Learning Community Emergent Learners suite of materials (Kosanovich et al., 2020) that 

includes four modules: Print Knowledge, Phonological Awareness, Vocabulary, and Oral 

Language. 

 

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/WWC/PracticeGuide/17
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/WWC/PracticeGuide/14
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/WWC/PracticeGuide/3
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/WWC/PracticeGuide/3
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/WWC/PracticeGuide/8
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/Products/Region/southeast/Resource/107262
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/WWC/Search/Products?searchTerm=&Topic=3&ProductType=2&&&&&&interventionId=&publicationDate=undefined
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/Products/Region/southeast/Resource/107257
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/Products/Region/southeast/Resource/107271
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/Products/Region/northwest/Resource/107518
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/Products/Region/southeast/Publication/3937
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED577453.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/Products/Region/southeast/Resource/107282
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/Products/Region/southeast/Resource/107282
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/Products/Region/southeast/Resource/100699/1
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/Products/Region/southeast/Resource/100699/1
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Specific state resources  

• The Connection between School Climate and Literacy (REL Southeast, 2023): Infographic 

describing what the Georgia Department of Education is doing to improve school climate and 

literacy.  

• Evidence-Based Writing Practices to Support English Learner Students (REL Southwest, 

2023): Infographic that outlines two approaches to support effective writing instruction and 

highlights work in New Mexico. 

 

 

This handout was prepared under Contract ED-IES-22-C-0009 by Regional Educational Laboratory 

Northwest, administered by WestEd. The content does not necessarily reflect the views or policies of IES 

or the U.S. Department of Education, nor does mention of trade names, commercial products, or 

organizations imply endorsement by the U.S. government.   

  

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/Products/Region/southeast/Resource/107371
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/Products/Region/southwest/Resource/107423
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